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PREFERRED CITATION 
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ABSTRACT 
The State University Theatre Records are composed of programs, posters, season ticket brochures, 
and photographs from the plays, musicals, and revues produced by the group. 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
The history of theater at South Dakota State University began with the formation of eight literary 
societies in the 1880s that eventually merged into a short-lived dramatic club in 1923. These early 
societies organized various farces and plays, and instituted theater traditions such as the Senior Class 
Play. In 1930, a new club called the Footlight club became the prominent dramatic society on 
campus.  By 1939, plays on campus were officially under the supervision of the Forensics and 
Dramatics Council in the Speech Department. This council oversaw all plays in conjunction with the 
State Players Dramatic Club (founded in 1949).  
A chapter of Alpha Psi Omega was officially organized in 1949 on the SDSU campus and was 
extremely active on campus in the 1950s. The first designated technical director of plays at SDSU was 
Lawrence Stine in 1952 and starting in 1953, SDSU student were eligible to receive college credit for 
participating in plays. In 1956, Broadway musicals entered the theater repertoire of SDSU, with their 
production of South Pacific (as one of the first non-professional group to ever run it). Summer theater 
productions were established at SDSU in 1956 and Rabbit Rarities and Vaudeville shows were also 
introduced in the 1950s.   
State University Theatre eventually became a branch of the Department of Communication Studies 
and Theater but is also a part of the School of Preforming Arts at South Dakota State University. Plays 
and productions have been held in over 14 different facilities on campus with the most recent being 
the Doner Auditorium and the Oscar Larson Performing Arts Center.  
A chronological and conclusive history of the theatre programs at SDSU has only been recorded from 
1892 – 1992. Documentation of the theater program after 1992 has been recoded but not yet 
complied into a conclusive history. 
CONTENTS NOTE 
The collection is composed of programs, posters, season ticket brochures, and photographs from the 
plays, musicals, and revues produced by State University Theatre. 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 
• College theater – South Dakota – Brookings  
• State University Theatre (South Dakota State University) 
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Arndt, Xavia Diane, "A History of Theatre at South Dakota State University 1892 Through Summer, 
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ACCESS 
CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS 
This collection is open to researchers without restrictions. The materials in the Archives do not 
circulate and may be used in-house only. 
Researchers conducting extensive research are asked to make an advance appointment to access 
archival material. Please call or e-mail prior to visiting the collection and indicate as much detail as 
possible about a particular topic and intended use. 
PHYSICAL ACCESS 
South Dakota State University supports access to the materials, published and unpublished, in its 
collections. Nonetheless, access to some items may be restricted as a result of their fragile condition 
or by contractual agreements with donors. 
RIGHTS 
COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
Researchers may quote from the collection under the fair use provision of the copyright law (Title 17, 
U.S. Code). Requests to publish should be arranged with the SDSU Archives and Special Collections. 
CONTAINER LIST 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
1 1 Production: Harvey 1952 
1 2 Production: The Little Foxes 1953 
1 3 Production: Our Town 1952 
1 4 Production: The Student Prince 1953 
1 5 Production: Rebecca 1954-2011 
1 6 Production: Rose-Marie 1954 
1 7 Rabbit Rarities: You & The Night & The Music 1954 
1 8 Rabbit Rarities: Forever Raise The Song Or College Days 1955 
1 9 Production: Vagabond King 1955 
1 10 Production: Bell, Book, and Candle 1956 
1 11 Production: Caesar and Cleopatra 1956 
1 12 Production: Connecticut Yankee 1956 
1 13 Production: Midsummer Night's Dream 1956 
1 14 One Act Plays: Award Presentation Brochure 1956 
1 15 Rabbit Rarities: No Business Like Show Business 1956 
1 16 Production: The Royal Family 1956 
1 17 Production: The Glass Menagerie 1957 
1 18 Production: South Pacific  1957 
1 19 Rabbit Rarities: Dream Time 1958 
1 20 Production: The Doctor In Spite of Himself 1958 
1 21 Production: Oedipus Rex 1958 
1 22 Production: Sabrina Fair 1958 
1 23 Tours of One Act Plays 1958 
1 24 Production: The Rivals 1958 
1 25 Production: Charlie's Aunt 1959 
1 26 Production: Pink Cadillac 1959 
1 27 Production: Plain and Fancy 1959 
1 28 One Act Plays - Unto The Children, Poor Edgar, The Wall 1959 
1 29 Rabbit Rarities: That’s Entertainment 1959 
1 30 Production: Two Blind Mice 1959 
1 31 Production: The Rock 1959 
1 32 Production: Finnian’s Rainbow 1960 
1 33 Theatre-In-The Round: George Washington Slept Here 1960 
1 34 
One Act Plays - Die Kleinen Verwandten, A Sunny 
Morning, The Perils of Suzybelle Trueheart, and A 
Marriage Proposal 
1960 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
1 35 Production: Torchbears 1960 
1 36 Rabbit Rarities 1960 
1 37 Production: Yes and No 1960 
1 38 Production: Papa is All 1961 
1 39 Production: George Washington Slept Here 1960-1961 
1 40 Production: Carousel 1961 
1 41 Production: Medea 1961 
1 42 One Act Plays - JV Turmoil, Red Wind, and It's Parliamentary My Dear 1961 
1 43 Production: Out of the Frying Pan 1961 
1 44 Production: The Emperor Jones Madame Butterfly 1962 
1 45 Production: Flowers Drum Song 1962 
1 46 Production: The Merry Wives of Windsor 1962 
1 47 Production: The Skin of Our Teeth 1962 
1 48 One Act Plays Tour: Einer Muss Heiraten, Madame Butterfly, An Original Pantomime. 1962 
1 49 Production: The Wizard of Oz 1962 
1 50 Production: Bernadine 1963 
1 51 Production: Kiss Me Kate 1963 
1 52 Production: Mame 1963 
1 53 Production: My Three Angels 1963 
1 54 One Act Plays - Five Days, Gappo and His Daughter Tsuji, and Suppressed Desires. 1963 
1 55 Production: Comedie of Errors 1964 
1 56 Production: Inspector General 1964 
1 57 Production: The Music Man 1964 
1 58 Production: Take Her, She's Mine 1964 
1 59 Tours of One Act Plays - Tiere Unter Einander, A Pantomime, The Marriage Proposal. 1964 
1 60 Production: The Curious Savage 1965 
1 61 Production: Alice in Wonderland 1965 
1 62 Production: Camelot 1965 
1 63 Production: Dark of the Moon 1965 
1 64 Production: All I Can Manage, More Than I Could 1965-1966 
1 65 Production: Winterset 1965 
1 66 Season Brochures 1965-1966 
1 67 Production: Dark of the Moon 1966 
1 68 Production: Antigone 1966 
1 69 Cottontail Capers 1966 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
1 70 Production: Gideon 1966 
1 71 Production: The Mad Woman of Chaillot 1966 
1 72 Production: My Fair Lady 1966 
1 73 Production: Brigadoon 1967 
1 74 Capers - Flowers and Brass 1967 
1 75 Season Brochures 1967-1968 
1 76 Season Brochures 1967-1968 
1 77 Production: Till We Meet Again in Texas 1967 
1 78 Production: Amahl and The Night Visitors 1968 
1 79 Production: The Chairs and The Bald Soprano 1968 
1 80 Capers - Cabaret 68 1968 
1 81 Production: Charlie's Aunt 1968 
1 82 Production: The Lady's Not Forburning 1968 
1 83 Production: Mother Courage and Her Children 1968 
1 84 Season Brochures 1968-1969 
1 85 Production: Thousand Clowns 1968 
1 86 Production: West Side Story 1968 
1 87 Production: Becket 1969 
1 88 Production: The Birthday Party 1969 
1 89 Production: How to Succeed in Business Without Trying 1969 
1 90 Production: Oh, Dad, Poor Dad, Mamma's Hung You In the Closet & I'm Feeling So Sad 1969 
1 91 Season Brochures 1969-1970 
1 92 Production: You Know I Can't Hear You When The Water's Running 1969 
1 93 Season Brochures 1969-1970 
1 94 Production: 6 Characters In Search Of An Author 1970 
1 95 Production: Arms and The Man 1970 
1 96 Production: Bus Stop & Barefoot In the Park 1970 
1 97 Production: Production: A Far Country 1970 
1 98 Production: Look Back in Anger 1970 
1 99 Production: Thirteen Clocks 1970 
1 100 Production: Macbeth 1970 
1 101 Season Brochures 1970-1971 
1 102 Production: Three Penny Opera 1970 
1 103 Production: The Room I 1970 
1 104 Production: The Wonderful Tang 1970 
1 105 Production: Black Comedy & White Liars 1971 
1 106 Production: Blithe Spirit 1971 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
1 107 Production: Miser 1971 
1 108 Production: Oliver! 1971 
1 109 Production: Potpourri I & II 1971 
1 110 Production: Unknown Solider & His Wife 1971 
1 111 Production: The Bald Soprano 1972 
1 112 Production: The Brick & The Rose 1972 
1 113 Production: Don Juan in Hell 1972 
1 114 Production: Fiddler on The Roof 1972 
1 115 Production: Man of LaM ancha 1972 
1 116 Production: Picnic 1972 
1 117 Production: Potpourri I & II 1972 
1 118 Production: Potpourri II 1972 
1 119 Production: Auntie Mame 1973 
1 120 Capers - Another op-nin Another Show 1973 
1 121 Production: Death of a Salesman 1973 
1 122 Production: Effects of Gamma Rays 1973 
1 123 Production: Hello Dolly 1973 
1 124 Production: Potpourri I 1973 
1 125 Production: A Doll's House 1974 
1 126 Production: A Dramatization of Indian Literature 1974 
1 127 Production: Emperor's New Clothes I 1974 
1 128 Production: Emperor's New Clothes II 1974 
1 129 Production: Guys and Dolls 1974 
1 130 Production: Potpourri I 1974 
1 131 Production: Toys In the Attic 1974 
1 132 Production: The Zoo Story 1974 
1 133 Production: 1776 1975 
1 134 Production: All I Can Manage, More Than I Could 1975 
1 135 Production: Hot L Baltimore 1976 
1 136 Production: No Sex, Please We're British 1975 
1 137 Production: Potpourri II 1975 
1 138 Production: A Street Car Named Desire 1975 
1 139 Production: The Rainmaker 1975 
1 140 Production: Beyond the Horizon 1976 
1 141 One Act Play: The Kid Criss Crossing I 1976 
1 142 One Act Play: The Kid Criss Crossing II 1976 
1 143 Production: Travel With Uncle Sam 1976 
1 144 Production: Antigone 1977 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
1 145 Capers - All That Jazz 1977 
1 146 Production: The Lion in Winter 1977 
1 147 Production: Peter Pan 1977 
1 148 Production: Potpourri II 1977 
1 149 Season Brochures 1977-1978 
1 150 Production: Cinderella 1978 
1 151 Production: Indians 1978 
1 152 Production: Midsummer Night's Dream 1978 
1 153 Season Brochures 1978-1979 
1 154 Production: Yentl 1978 
1 155 Production: The Shadow Box 1979 
1 156 Season Brochures 1979-1980 
1 157 Newsletters: Spotlight on State University 1979-1986 




1 159 Production: Footlight's Club Program 1931-1932 
1 160 Production: The Sound of Music 1987 
1 161 Season Brochures 1983-1984 
2 1 Production: Kennedy's Children 1980 
2 2 Production: The King and I 1980 
2 3 Season Brochures 1980-1981 
2 4 Production: A Flea in Her Ear 1980 
2 5 Production: Comedy of Errors 1980 
2 6 Production: Story Theatre 1980 
2 7 Senior Showcase: Stage Direction 1980 
2 8 Production: Annie Get Your Gun 1981 
2 9 Production: Desire Under The Elms 1981 
2 10 Capers - This is it! The Night of Nights 1981 
2 11 Production: One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest 1981 
2 12 Senior Showcase: The Pizza Syndrome 1981 
2 13 Production: Sly Fox 1981 
2 14 Production: A Christmas Carol 1982 
2 15 Production: When Ya Coming Back Red Ryder 1982 
2 16 Production: The Glass Menagerie  1982 
2 17 Production: The Doctor in Spite of Himself 1982 
2 18 Production: DA 1982 
2 19 Production: Production: The Glass Menagerie 1982 
2 20 Production: Godspell 1982 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
2 21 Production: Grease [Sioux Valley Hospital Auxiliary performance] 1982 
2 22 Capers - Reel People 1982 
2 23 Season Brochures 1982-1983 
2 24 Season Brochures II 1982-1983 
2 25 Production: Two Pails of Water 1983 
2 26 Production: West Side Story 1983 
2 27 Production: Inherit the Wind 1983 
2 28 Capers: Bodymania 1983 
2 29 Production: Beyond Therapy 1983 
2 30 Production: Play it Again Sam 1983 
2 31 Production: Hello Dolly 1983-1984 
2 32 Production: The Dining Room 1984 
2 33 Production: The Music Man 1984 
2 34 Production: Once In A Lifetime 1984 
2 35 Production: Taming The Shrew 1984 
2 36 Capers: Write if You Find Work 1984 
2 37 Season Brochures 1984-1985 
2 38 Production: Painting Churches 1985 
2 39 Production: The Crucible & The Nightingale Sang 1985 
2 40 Production: Christmas Carol 1985 
2 41 Capers: Hey there, Good Times . . .Here I am! 1985 
2 42 Production: The Wizard of Oz 1985 
2 43 Season Brochures 1985-1986 
2 44 Production: Unsinkable Molly Brown 1986 
2 45 Capers: All Aboard for Broadway 1986 
2 46 Production: Of Mice and Men 1986 
2 47 Season Brochures 1986-1987 
2 48 Production: Greater Tuna 1986 
2 49 Production: The Cracker Jack Box 1986 
2 50 Production: Comeback Jimmy Dean 1986 
2 51 Production: Diamond Studs  1986 
2 52 Production: The Effects of Gamma Rays 1986 
2 53 Production: Noises Off 1987 
2 54 Production: Brighton Beach Memories 1987 
2 55 Production: Fiddler on The Roof 1987 
2 56 Production: Peter Pan 1987 
2 57 Season Brochures 1987-1988 
2 58 Schedule 1987-1988 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
2 59 Newsletters: Spotlight on Theater at State 1987-1088 
2 60 Production: South Dakota Proud 1988 
2 61 Production: All My Sons 1988 
2 62 Capers: Famous Pairs, It Takes Two 1988 
2 63 Production: Grease 1988 
2 64 Production: Cat on A Hot Tin Roof 1988 
2 65 Production: A Christmas Carol 1988 
2 66 Production: My Fair Lady 1988 
2 67 Production: No Exit 1988 
2 68 Production: SDSU Yellow and Blue Revue Booklet 1988-1989 
2 69 Season Brochure 1988-1989 
2 70 Schedule 1988-1989 
2 71 Production: The House of Blue Leaves 1989 
2 72 Production: South Dakota Proud 1989 
2 73 Production: Androcles and the Lion 1989 
2 74 Production: Camelot 1989 
2 75 Production: Death of A Salesman 1989 
2 76 Season Brochures 1989-1990 
2 77 Schedule 1989-1990 
2 78 Production: Damn Yankees 1990 
2 79 Production: The Boys Next Door 1990 
2 80 Production: Harvey 1990 
2 81 Production: The Seagull 1990 
2 82 Capers: And the winner is. . . An Evening with Oscar 1990 
2 83 Schedule 1990-1991 
2 84 Season Brochure 1990-1991 
2 85 Production: Eleemosyrary 1991 
2 86 Capers: It's About Time. . .  1991 
2 87 Correspondence  1991, 2004, 2007 
2 88 Production: Prelude To a Kiss 1991 
2 89 Production: Rumpelstiltskin 1991 
2 90 Production: Brigadoon 1991 
2 91 Production: Heart Sounds 1991 
2 92 Schedule 1991-1992 
2 93 Season Brochure 1991-1992 
2 94 Production: You Can't Take It With You 1992 
2 95 Production: The Runner Stumbles 1992 
2 96 Production: The Runner Stumbles Mass Appeal 1992 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
2 97 Production: Pirates of Penzance 1992 
2 98 Capers: Its Saturday Live 1992 
2 99 Season Brochure 1992-1993 
2 100 Production: An Indecent Proposal 1993 
2 101 Production: Sleeping Beauty 1993 
2 102 Production: Once In Doubt  1993 
2 103 Production: The Best Little Whorehouse In Texas 1993 
2 104 Production: Amadeus 1993 
2 105 Production: The Marriage of Bettie and Boo 1993 
2 106 Season Brochure 1993-1994 
2 107 Season Brochure 1994-2000 
2 108 Production: The Elephant Man 1994 
2 109 Production: Marvin's Room 1994 
2 110 Production: Anything Goes 1994 
2 111 Production: Medea 1994 
2 112 Production: Opening Doors 1994 
2 113 Production: Pump Boys & Dinettes 1994 
2 114 Capers: Eighties Edition 1994 
2 115 Season Brochure 1994-1995 
2 116 Capers: Signs of the Time 1995 
2 117 Production: One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest 1995 
3 1 Production: A Christmas Carol 1995 
3 2 Production: Wind In the Willows 1995 
3 3 Production: Speed of Darkness 1995 
3 4 Season Brochure 1995-1996 
3 5 Production: Our Country's Good  1996 
3 6 Production: Phantom 1996 
3 7 Production: I Hate Hamlet 1996 
3 8 Production: Clarence Darrow: Crimes, Causes, and the Courtroom 1996 
3 9 Production: Diary of Anne Frank 1996 
3 10 Production: Merchant of Venice 1997 
3 11 Production: Love By The Bolt 1997 
3 12 Production: Cinderella 1997 
3 13 Production: Waiting for Godot 1997 
3 14 Production: A Chorus Line 1997 
3 15 Capers: Livin' In The Real World 1997 
3 16 Season Brochure 1997-1998 
3 17 Production: Drood 1998 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
3 18 Production: Crucible 1998 
3 19 Production: Quilters 1998 
3 20 Production: Six Degrees of Separation 1998 
3 21 Capers: How Bizarre 1998 
3 22 Production: From Where I am 1998 
3 23 Production: Experimental Theatre 1998 
3 24 Schedule 1998-1999 
3 25 Season Brochure 1998-1999 
3 26 Capers: The Best and Worst of the 20th Century 1999 
3 27 Production: A Christmas Carol 1999 
3 28 Production: Charlie and The Chocolate Factory 1999 
3 29 Production: Into The Woods 1999 
3 30 Production: Importance of Being Earnest 1999 
3 31 Production: Miles From Home 1999 
3 32 Production: Yellow and Blue Review 1999 
3 33 Schedule 1999-2000 
3 34 Production: Ballyhoo 2000 
3 35 Capers: Going For the Gold 2000 
3 36 Production: Oliver! 2000 
3 37 Production: Via Dolorsa 2000 
3 38 Production: Much Ado About Nothing 2000 
3 39 Production: Grapes of Wrath 2000 
3 40 Season Brochure 2000-2001 
3 41 Schedule 2000-2001 
3 42 Production: Sweeney Todd 2001 
3 43 Production: 1940s Radio Hour  2001 
3 44 Production: Twelve Angry Jurors 2001 
3 45 Production: Beauty and The Beast 2001 
3 46 Production: 1940's Radio Hour  2001-2002 
3 47 Schedule 2001-2002 
3 48 Production: Picnic 2002 
3 49 Production: Equus 2002 
3 50 Production: Hello Dolly 2002 
3 51 Production: Experimental Theatre 2002 
3 52 Production: Chocolat 2002 
3 53 Schedule 2002-2003 
3 54 Production: The Shadow Box 2003 
3 55 Production: Laramie Project  2003 
3 56 Production: Tartuffe 2003 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
3 57 Production: West Side Story 2003 
3 58 Season Brochure 2003-2004 
3 59 Schedule 2003-2004 
3 60 Production: Chicago 2004 
3 61 Production: Our Town 2004 
3 62 Production: The Emperor's New Clothes 2004 
3 63 Production: How I Learned To Drive 2004 
3 64 South Dakota Theater Fest (posters, pamphlet) 2004-2006 
3 65 Schedule 2004-2005 
3 66 Season Brochure 2004-2005 
3 67 Production: Batboy 2005 
3 68 Capers: Takin' Charge! 2005 
3 69 Production: The Miracle Worker 2005 
3 70 Schedule 2005-2006 
3 71 Production: The Underpants 2005 
3 72 Production: Communicating Doors 2005-2006 
3 73 Capers: Gives the Gold Jack 2006 
3 74 Production: The Full Monty 2006 
3 75 Production: School House Rock 2006 
3 76 Schedule 2006-2007 
3 77 Production: Cabaret 2007 
3 78 Production: All My Sons 2007 
3 79 Capers: Where Can You Really Go From Here 2007 
3 80 Production: The Cherry Orchard 2007 
3 81 Production: The Full Monty 2007 
3 82 Production: Keely and Du 2007 
3 83 Production: Macbeth 2007 
3 84 Schedule 2007-2008 
3 85 Production: Aladdin Jr.  2007-2008 
3 86 Season Brochure 2007-2008 
3 87 Capers: Global Warming - Capers Gets Hot! 2008 
3 88 Production: Group 2008 
3 89 Production: Dog Sees God 2008 
3 90 Blood Brother 2009 
3 91 Capers: Kicks It Old School 2009 
3 92 Production: Scrooge! 2009 
3 93 Schedule 2009-2010 
3 94 Capers: Powers Up! 2010 
3 95 Production: Proof 2010 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
3 96 Production: White Christmas 2010 
3 97 Schedule 2010-2011 
3 98 Capers: History of World 2011 
3 99 Production: Taming of The Shrew 2011 
3 100 Production: Nuts 2011 
3 101 Production: The Rocky Horror Show 2011 
3 102 Schedule 2011-2012 
3 103 Production: Buried Child 2012 
3 104 Production: Cinderella 2012 
3 105 Production: The Nerd 2012 
3 106 Production: Noises Off 2012 
3 107 Production: Legally Blonde: The Musical 2012 
3 108 Production: Dancing at Lughnasa 2013 
3 109 Capers: Once Upon A Capers 2013 
3 110 Production: Cat On A Hot Tin Roof 2013 
3 111 Production: Zombie Prom 2013 
3 112 Production: The Learned Ladies 2013 
3 113 Capers: Does Capers 2014 
3 114 Alpha Psi Omega 59th Annual Spring Banquet 2014 
3 115 Production: Chameleon Love 2014 
3 115 Alpha Psi Omega 61st Annual Spring Banquet 2014-2015 
3 116 Production: The Shape of Things 2014 
3 117 Production: Spamalot 2014 
3 119 Capers: As Soon As Capers 2015 
3 120 Production: Bonnie and Clyde 2015 
3 121 Production: The Twelfth Night I 2015 
3 122 Production: The Twelfth Night II 2015 
3 123 Production: Harvey Dunn: Feminine Images 2015 
3 124 Production: I Married Wyatt Earp 2015 
3 125 Production: The King: One Man Show 2015 
3 126 Capers: live From Brookings 2016 
3 127 Capers: I put A Spell On Capers  2016 
3 128 Production: A Christmas Carol 2016 
3 129 Production: Escape From Happiness 2016 
3 130 Production: A Year With Frog & Toad 2016 
3 131 Production: Next Fall 2016 
3 132 Production: Unnecessary Farce 2017 
3 133 Production: Six Characters 2017 
3 134 Production: Rent 2017 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
3 135 Production: 5 women 2017 
3 136 Capers - Banquet 2017 
3 137 Production: True West 2018 
3 138 Production: The Seussical The Musical 2018 
3 139 Production: Light Up the Sky 2019 
3 140 Production: The Male Animal 2019 
3 141 Production: Hamlet undated 
3 142 Production: The Man Who Came To Dinner undated 
3 143 Production: The Desperate Hours undated 
3 144 Production: Born Yesterday undated 
3 145 Production: The Pensive Suggestion undated 
3 146 
One Act Plays tour- Einer Muss Heiraten, The Plight of the 
Purebloods, Der Hund Do, "I don't care", The Doctor In 
Spite of Himself 
undated 
3 147 Production: Three Men on A Horse undated 
3 148 Production: Christmas Dinner Program undated 
3 149 Production: The Crucible undated 
3 150 Production: Miss Dude undated 
3 151 Brochures undated 
 
